
Family Law CASA
Virtual New Advocate Training Comprehension Questions

For short answer questions, 1-5 sentences is sufficient.

Name: __________________

Introduction and Role of Advocate

1. What is the difference between Dependency CASA and Family Law CASA’s work? 

2. Why is it important to follow the step by step guide and complete all the steps before making a decision on your recommendation for the children in a case? 

Code of Conduct

1. What should you do if you think you may have a conflict of interest? 

2. What does Confidentiality mean within the CASA code of conduct? 

Law and Legal Process

1. Are you required to appear at trial as a witness if your case does not settle?

2. Please describe (in a short paragraph) the meaning of the term “RESTRICTIONS” in a parenting plan under RCW 26.09.191?

Domestic Violence

1. Referring to the DV presentation by Ann-Marie Croy. What are one or two of the risk factors that would require a dv restriction? Briefly explain why these risk factors would require a restriction.

Information Gathering

1. After accepting a case, list 3 documents that will be mailed or sent to you in a dropbox link. 

2. What is the name of the document that outlines everything that an advocate needs to do to complete their investigation and write a report? 

Interviewing Adults and Children

1. When Interviewing which shouldn’t you do:  
a. During a child interview you should build rapport early
b. We should make every effort to be open-minded and non-judgmental
c. Actively listen first
d. Always interview both parents at the same time
e. Use open-ended questions often

2. When interviewing someone we have an ethical obligation to explain the limits of our confidentiality. What does that mean?

Report Writing

1. What are the primary issues the court has asked CASA to address in the sample case?

2. For each recommendation in the sample CASA report, is there an adequate explanation given or foundation established in the Summary/Analysis section?  Please be prepared to discuss this during the live portion of the training.

Webinar: Child Development Lunch & Learn by Linda Segur

1. According to this webinar, what can cause regression in children?

2. What is something covered in the child development webinar that you think will be helpful when you are on a case?

Webinar: Mental Health and Addiction by Jennifer Keilin

1. What types of Mental Illnesses were covered in the presentation?

2. According to the mental Illness and addiction presentation, what is the impact on children in homes with substance abuse addiction?
a. Higher risk of neglect/abuse
b. Lower performance on academic measures
c. Higher rates of depression and Increased risk of developing substance dependence
d. All of the above

Webinar: Child Abuse/Neglect By Minu Ranna-Stewart

1. Briefly, what is “Racial Disproportionality” in child welfare?

2. What is the Family Law CASA procedure if an advocate suspects child abuse and/or neglect?

Webinar: Understanding the Long-Term Impacts of Childhood Trauma

1. What is toxic stress?

2. How does childhood trauma affect brain development?
