
Dear Friends,

     April is child abuse prevention month, and we are grateful for
your partnership with us to ensure kids end up in a safe and
secure home. Research shows that children who suffer from the
prolonged stress of abuse and neglect tend to struggle in their
behavioral, physical, and cognitive abilities.

The effects of early trauma tend to continue through generations. In
contrast, experiencing support in early childhood can prevent, or even
reverse, the damaging effects of early life stress, with lifelong benefits
for a young person's learning, behavior, and health. Learn more about
child abuse prevention here.

Your CASA News - Spring 2021

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/long_term_consequences.pdf
https://preventchildabuse.org/latest-activity/april-is-child-abuse-prevention-month/


Retired Judge Michael Spearman, about how our work helps the
courts understand all of the facts in a case
Susan McIntosh, longtime board member and community volunteer
who will receive the Mabry DeBuys Memorial Award
Angela Poe Russell, King 5 Evening co-host and our emcee
Gary Sampson, volunteer CASA and board member, who will share
about a specific case and the children impacted through his work

By now you've heard about the upcoming May 6th virtual breakfast.
Register today to tune into our exciting virtual program featuring:

Please join us! I promise you will witness the impact that your support
has on kids, and be inspired and hopeful about their futures.

With gratitude,

Deidre McCormack Martin
Executive Director, Family Law CASA

Register Now For the FLCASA Breakfast

http://familylawcasa.org/annual-breakfast/
http://familylawcasa.org/annual-breakfast/


     Baby Anna was born to teenage parents barely out of their own
violent and drug addicted childhoods. They had tried to care for Anna
while living with their grandparents, but close quarters brought out the
worst in everyone and physical and verbal abuse was a constant. Stuck in
a tense living situation, both parents suffered drug abuse relapses. Police
were called to the apartment several times.

 As Anna’s first birthday approached, the parents finally separated, and the
court set out to create a parenting plan that would keep her safe. The judge
appointed Family Law CASA to advocate for the one-year-old’s best interests. 

     Thanks to your support, FLCASA was able to assign a volunteer to
help Anna. The advocate began interviewing family and service providers to
determine what was needed to support Anna and her young parents. The
advocate reviewed reams of records for the case, spoke to professionals
involved with the family, and wrote multiple reports for the court. 

     Over two years the advocate’s thoughtful, child-focused
recommendations and testimony provided the court with the
information needed to guide the case toward the best possible options
for a safe plan.

Both parents are receiving the help they need including counseling and
substance abuse treatment. Anna is receiving early intervention services too.
Having an advocate looking out for her best interests has given Anna
what every child deserves—a bright future. 

You Helped Make Anna's Future Brighter!



Help Kids Like Anna Now

#FamilyLawCASA #VoiceInCourt

Make a gift online
Mail your gift to Family Law CASA, 16300
Christensen Road, Suite 306, Tukwila, WA 98188
Advise your charitable fund to make a gift to FL
CASA
Make a gift of stock - Contact Lisa Johnston at 206-
748-9700 for transfer instructions.
Give through your IRA (if you are 70.5 or older) as
a Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD)
Include CASA in your Estate Plans. Contact us at
development@familylawcasa.org for more
information.
Visit www.familylawcasa.org to learn more about
our CASA kids

Six Easy Ways to Support CASA Kids:

https://connect.clickandpledge.com/w/Form/94587cc4-3d25-4aef-87f4-090f2edb0074
http://instagram.com/familylawcasa
http://www.twitter.com/FamilyLawCASA
http://www.facebook.com/FamilyLawCASAKingCounty
https://www.linkedin.com/company/family-law-casa-court-appointed-special-advocates-of-king-county
https://connect.clickandpledge.com/w/Form/94587cc4-3d25-4aef-87f4-090f2edb0074
http://www.familylawcasa.org/

